The Fifth Sunday of Easter

Divine Service, Setting 4
April 28,2024 ¢ 8:30

(Following Reading for Easter 5, Series B)

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB #686
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1 Come, Thou Fount of ev - ry bless-ing, Tune my heart to
2 Here | raise my Eb - en - e - zer, Hith - er by Thy
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt - or Dai - ly I'm con -
4 Oh, that day when freed from sin - ning, 1 shall see Thy
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sing Thy grace; Streams of mer - ¢y, nev - er ceas - ing,
help I've come; And I hope, by Thy good plea - sure,
strained to  be; Let that grace now like a fet - ter
love - ly face; Clothed then in the blood - washed lin - en,
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Call for songs of loud - est praise. While the hope of end-less
Safe -ly to ar - rive at home. Je - sus sought me when a
Bind my wan-d’ring heart to Thee: Prone to  wan - der, Lord, I
How I'll sing Thy won-drous grace! Come, my Lord, no Ilong-er
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glo - ry Fills my heart with joy and love, Teach me
strang - er, Wan - d’ring from the fold of God; He, to
feel it;:  Prone to leave the God 1 love. Here's my
tar - ry; Take my ran - som’d soul a - way:; Send Thine
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ev - er to a - dore Thee; May 1  still Thy good-ness prove.
res - cue me from dan - ger, In - ter-posed His pre - cious blood.
heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.
an - gels soon to «car - ry Me to realms of end - less day.
Public domain
INVOCATION

The sign of the cross (&) may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the *~}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. pPsaim 130:3-4

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer
and praise,

People: let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:30

(Moment of silence for personal reflection and confession)

Pastor: Almighty God,

People: have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and the ;- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0O
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;

Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you
People:  And also with you

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. ?’And he rose and
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship *®and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was readiné:j the prophet
Isaiah. °And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” **So Philip ran to
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” *'And he said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. **Now the passage of the Scripture that he
was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth. **In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

*And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip opened his mouth, and



beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. **And as they
were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” **And he commanded the chariot to
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized
him. **And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. *“°But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the
towns until he came to Caesarea.

SECOND READING 1 John 4:1-21

1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, *and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.
*Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world. *They are from the world; therefore they speak
from the world, and the world listens to them. ®We are from God. Whoever knows God
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit
of truth and the spirit of error.

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. ®Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. "In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. ""Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. ?No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected
in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. ™Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God. "®So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
"By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of
judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. "°There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not been perfected in love. ®We love because he first loved us. °If anyone says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 2'And this commandment
we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

4



ALLELUIA
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL READING John 15:1-8

Pastor: The Gospel according to John the 15™ chapter
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

“Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because
of the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear frwt by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. °I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides i in me and | in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. °If anyone does
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide i in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ!

CHILDRENS MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY “O Blessed Spring”

LSB #595
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10 bless-ed spring, where Word and sign Em - brace us
2 Through sum-mer heat of youth-ful years, Un - cer - tain
3 When  au-tumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their
4 As win - ter comes, as  win - ters must, We breathe our
5 Christ, ho -1ly Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, Be praised for
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in - to Christ the Vine: Here Christ en - joins each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, Sus - tained by Christ’s  in - fus - ing
heav - y har - vest hold, Then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to  dust; Still  held in Christ, our souls take
this  blest mys-ter - y: That Word and wa - ter thus re -
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be A branch of this life - giv - ing  Tree.
rain, The boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move With gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
wing And trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive And join us to Your Tree of  Life.
© 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010484.
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SERMON “
Text:
OFFERING



NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us people and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: ... Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
- SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with You. 2 Timothy 4:22
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord Colossians 3:1

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. Psalm 136



Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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o-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24

Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord John 20:19
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God John 1:29
D8,
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we  pray.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“This joyful Eastertide” LSB #482
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I This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide A - way with sin and
2 Death’s flood has lost its  chall Since Je - sus crossed the
3 My flesh in hope shall rest And for a sea - son
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riv - er; Lov - er of souls, from 1ll
slum - ber Till trump from east to west
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Has sprung  to life  this mor - row:
My pass - ing soul de - lv - er:
Shall wake the dead in num - ber:



Refrain
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Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst His three-day pris - on,
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Our faith had been in vain: But now has Christ a - ris - en, a-
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ris-en, a-ris - en; Butnow has Christ a - ris - en!
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“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” LSB #487
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain Of tri - um-phant glad - ness!

2 'Tis  the spring of souls to - day:  Christ has burst His pris - on

3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright With the day of splen-dor,
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God has brought His Is-ra-el In - to joy from sad - ness,
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has ris - en;
With the roy - al feast of feasts Comes its joy to ren - der;
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Loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh - ters,
All the win - ter of our sins, Long and dark, is fly - ing
Comes to glad - den faith-ful hearts Which with true af - fec - tion
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Led them with un-moist-ened foot Through the Red Sea wa - ters.
From His light, to whom 1is givin Laud and praise un - dy - ing.
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Wel - come in un-wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur-rec - tion!



4. For today among His own Christ appeared, bestowing

His deep peace, which evermore Passes human knowing.
Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark portal
Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold Him as a mortal.

5. Alleluia! Now we cry To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness!
Public domain
BENEDICTION
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. [Psalm 103:1]
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
People: Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Love in Christ is Strong and Living LSB #706
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed in  Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev - er, Faint - ing not when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.
mil - 1 - ty, Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for - giv -ing and for - giv - en,
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May  His  will in us be done.
Reach - ing out n char - 1 - ty.
Shall en - dure un til life’s end.

© 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010484.
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THANK YOU to all who assisted with our worship today.
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